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8th Grade Quarter 2 

Language  

Students will: • Demonstrate use of conventions for a pause or break 

• Demonstrate understanding of figurative language and word relationships 

Vocabulary  
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

8 L 2 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 
• Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) 
to indicate a pause or break. 
• Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
• Spell correctly. 

Literary Response 
Compare the two sides of the American Revolution as presented in 
George vs. George: The American Revolution As Seen from Both Sides by 
Rosalyn Schanzer. Or, compare the “traditional” story you were told of 
Thanksgiving to the one presented in 1621: A New Look at Thanksgiving (I 
Am American) by Catherine O’Neil. In your journal, describe how an 
author’s point of view influences their thoughts and feelings about 
America. What specific lines or incidents helped you to re-examine your 
pre-conceived notions about these events? Cite specific examples/page 
numbers from the text. 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

8 L 5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal 
irony, puns) in context. 
 
 

Reflective (Argument) Essay 
Based on your experiences reading and performing plays and/or poetry, 
write a response to the essential question: “How is reading a script for a 
play or speech or poem different than actually performing dramatically?” 
Which do you prefer and why? Cite specific examples from poems, 
speeches, or plays read. After your teacher reviews your first draft, work 
with a partner to edit and strengthen your writing.  

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Resources 
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• Use the relationship between particular 
words to better understand each of the 
words. 
• Distinguish among the connotations 
(associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, 

Be prepared to record your essay and upload it as a podcast, or other 
multimedia format, on the class webpage in order to facilitate sharing 
with your classmates. 
 
• Students will understand that a figure of speech is language that is used 
in a non-literal way.   
• Students will understand that words and/or groups of words have 
relationships that can assist in comprehension, acquisition, and usage. 
• Students will understand that associating words with similar definitions 
can aid in comprehension, acquisition, and usage. 
 

 


